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Sharing the airspace webinar series

Webinar 1

13 March 2024 

1100-1200 AEDT

Webinar 2

8 May 2024

1100-1200 AEST

Hosted by our education partners, RMIT University, this 

Safeskies global webinar brings together ten speakers 

with crewed and uncrewed aviation industry experience to 

explore and discuss a key safety issue for aviation 

operations – crewed or uncrewed – how to share the 

airspace safely. 

A spate of recent accidents and near misses highlights 

the growth of mixed operations in increasingly congested 

airspace. To maintain the safety of all participants, this 

environment demands high standards of professionalism 

and planning from all pilots, be they crewed or uncrewed.

Hence these webinars.

Webinar 1 will look at the critical role of pre-flight 

planning every time you fly, of checklists, NOTAMs and 

demonstrating professionalism every time you get into the 

cockpit or operate a drone.

Webinar 2 will look at advances in technology which can 

assist crewed and uncrewed pilots in navigating the 

increasingly congested airspace safely. More detail 

(speakers etc.) to follow.
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Item Speaker

Welcome to the Safeskies/RMIT 
Global Webinar

‘Sharing the airspace safely’

Welcome 
1100-1104

Nic Connelly

Associate Professor, RMIT 

Welcome and overview
1104-1108

Greg Hood

Webinar facilitator. Deputy chair Airservices Australia board

1109-1114 Lea Vesic

Director, RMIT Aviation Academy

1115-1120

Chris McKie

Safeskies board member & General Manager Safety Systems & 

Operations Support, Virgin Airlines

1121-1126

Jill Bailey

Head of Flight Operations, RAAus

1127-1132

Alan Clements

Safeskies board member and pilot

1133-1138 Jackie Djumovic

Safeskies board member & CEO Hover UAV

1138-1155

1156-1200

Q&A

All speakers

Greg Hood facilitator

Closing remarks and reminder of next webinar 8 May
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Nic Connelly FRAeS, M.Eng

Associate Professor, RMIT

Assoc. Prof Connelly is a non-executive director on the Airservices 

Australia board and has over 35 years of extensive leadership and in-

depth knowledge of the aviation industry in engineering, air traffic 

control and safety management. 

She is a seasoned aviation professional and academic. Currently, she 

is an Associate Professor and Assistant Associate Dean at RMIT 

University, where she teaches and researches topics such as 

accident investigation, air traffic management and organisational 

culture.

She is also an advocate for women in aviation and aerospace, with a 

mission to inspire and empower the next generation of aviation 

professionals, fostering their innovation and influence as leaders in 

the industry.

Greg Hood AO

Facilitator, Deputy chair of Airservices Australia board

Greg Hood has had a long and distinguished career spanning air 

traffic control in the military and civil arenas, executive management in  

operations with the regulator, with Airservices and as chief 

commissioner of the Australian Transport Safety Bureau. He now 

serves on several boards and is currently deputy chair of the 

Airservices Australia board. He also volunteers for many philanthropic 

and not-for-profit organisations and was recognised for his service to 

aviation with an order of Australia in 2023.

Lea Vesic

Director RMIT Aviation Academy

Lea’s mission is to enable aviation and aerospace businesses, 

individuals, and communities to excel.

She partners with the visionaries – the leaders of today and tomorrow 

who hold a great vision for the future of Australian aviation and 

aerospace - harnessing diverse workforce capacity and capability to 

grow and support a sustainable industry through innovative practices.

Her unique career path and professional experience working ‘on’ the 

business, and ‘in’ the business has enabled her to develop a keen eye 

for the challenges and opportunities for the future of the industry and 

she has successfully utilised her strategic vision to help others 

succeed in the industry.

Chris McKie 

General manager Safety Systems and Operations Support, Virgin 

Australia Group

Prior to Virgin Australia, Chris spent five years with Cobham Aviation 

Services in senior safety roles, with the last three years as the Senior 

Vice President Safety, Risk & Environment. 

Before these senior safety roles, Chris held numerous other roles 

including Director of Aerospace Training with the Western Australia 

Government and seven years as an air traffic controller in the Royal
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Chris McKie (cont.) 

Australian Air Force and with Airservices Australia. Chris has spent time 

developing and rolling out the Avalon Air Show safety management system 

and holds the position of Executive Manager Aviation Safety during the 

biennial show. Chris is an aviation safety investigator, safety and quality 

lead auditor and also holds a pilot’s licence.

Jill Bailey

Head of Flight Operations, RAAus

Jill has been involved in aviation since 1999 and built an aircraft with her 

husband in 2000, which they subsequently operated all over Australia. In 

2005, Jill completed a RAAus Instructor rating, eventually acting as CFI of 

Temora Flight Training for 3 years. She also holds a CASA PPL(A). 

In 2011 Jill commenced working in the Flight Operations department of 

Recreational Aviation Australia (RAAus) and has been with RAAus for 

almost 13 years. She holds Instructor training and Pilot Examiner 

qualifications and has also completed training in aviation accident 

investigations, safety management systems, quality auditing and leadership 

and management while with RAAus.

Alan Clements AVM (ret.) AO

Safeskies board member 

Alan Clements retired from the Royal Australian Air Force in 2020 after 

almost 35 years of service. Most recently, he served as the Defence attaché 

and head of Australian Defence at the Australian Embassy in Washington 

DC. Alan was an F/A-18 fighter pilot and squadron commander (77 

Squadron), and as a qualified flying instructor has taught from ab-initio (civil 

and military) through to F/A-18 operational pilot training. He has held 

command responsibilities at every rank up to air vice marshal, with 

operational experience as the chief of staff of Australian National 

Headquarters and as the battle director in the Combined Air Operations 

Centre in the Middle East. Throughout his career he has held various safety 

positions including squadron safety officer, and director of Defence Aviation 

and Air Force Safety.

Jackie Djumovic

Board member, Safeskies. CEO, Hover UAV

Jackie Dujmovic is the motivating, innovative founder and CEO of Hover 

UAV, an internationally recognised drone consultancy and systems 

management company. Her vision is to provide solutions—for Hover UAV to 

be the critical link between emerging drone technologies, industry, schools, 

enterprise and governments. As CEO, Jackie is integral to empowering the 

implementation of innovative safe and efficient drone programs

.
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