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An Australian Government approach to enhancing drone detection at airports











Airservices has embarked on a Low Level Altitude Management Program to 

define and test service opportunities in low altitude airspace management

Boundary 
Integration

• Working with our partners to stand-up pilots / trials 

focussed on UAV surveillance and identification and 
UTM/ATM system integration 

Information 
Exchange / 

UTM 

Development 

• Exploring the data sharing requirements to allow safe 
and effective coordination of the low altitude 

ecosystem and integration with conventional airspace 

users

• Working with industry participants to test a centralised 

data platform for the sharing of flight information from 
various service providers and external parties 

Airspace 
Design / 

Route 

Structures 

• Understanding the roles industry, Airservices and 

CASA play in assessing and delivering the required 
changes necessary to support the offering of urban 

air mobility services to the public

• Testing of operational elements required to design 
air traffic corridors for UAV use within different 

urban environments

What 

services can 

Airservices 

provide in the 

low altitude 

airspace 

segment?



An industry that’s growing

1,728 RPA operators 

certificates

13,947 remote pilot 

licences



The challenges

• To implement an effective aviation safety regulatory framework that helps us 

safely and efficiently integrate RPAS into the system

• Integration of RPAS to allow for flexibility in innovation in the RPAS industry



CASA’s drone detection trial

• Conducted at several major Australian airports & Sydney Harbour

• Trial ended August 2019 – reports being finalised

• Data consistent with expectations about potential unlawful activity



Sydney Harbour restricted airspace

• Conducted 15 April to 14 May 2019

• Detections of flight in restricted airspace, with some above 400 feet 









Balls Head 
Reserve, Waverton

1.6km BVLOS



Passive drone detection at 29 airports

• At civil airports with an air traffic control service

• Aim to complete installation by end of 2019

• Regulatory approvals and security requirements in place



Phased approach

Phase 1 – installation and commissioning – 2nd half 2019

Phase 2 – 29 live feeds to national coordination centre - 2020

Phase 3 – options for integration into other systems - TBD



Our future

• Continue to work collaboratively

• Respond to changes in technology

• Maintain Australia’s enviable safety record



Thank you




